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The category forms one of the most discussed eras of music is the romantic era, which can be placed in the late 18th century and the 19th century. It its core, romantic music focused on individuality, emotional expression, and the use of narrative forms to convey messages to audiences. This type of music focused on exploring the aspect of freedom, which was constrained in the classical era. Major themes addressed by romantic music were showing emotional representations, exploration of different aspects of nature, establishment of uncertainty, and incorporation of folk music and stories. Another important aspect of romantic music was romantic virtuoso, which allowed artists to be excellent performers and conductors. Examples of Romantic virtuoso are Liszt, Paganini, and Brahms. In their performances, they excelled in self-expression, creative freedom, and achieved financial and popular success. This paper aims at analyzing Liszt Sonata, B minor (1854), to determine how it embodies the qualities of Romantic virtuoso, including technical display, expressive impact, and dramatic narrative. 
Liszt Sonata, B minor (1854) is a sonata that was dedicated to Robert Schumann as a reciprocal gesture to Fantasy in C major. It is one of the most criticized pieces of its time, because of its characteristics to move away from the constraints of classical and baroque music. From a technical perspective, this piece was a piano sonata, which, unlike other sonatas with 3 or 4 movements, was a single movement lasting for half an hour. Performing the piece as single entity evoked different meanings. To begin with, the sonata is perceived as an autobiography, whereby the piece symbolizes the conflicts within the personality of the composer. Liszt’s ability and knowledge to lay the piano allowed him to compose a progressive piece of the time, which was primarily used to help understand his complex and conflicted personality (Kirby, 1995, p.227). His understanding of the instrument and its technical compositions allowed Liszt to compose an excellent piece, which in addition to being complex, evoked different interpretations. The technical display of this piece embodies the quality of Romantic virtuoso; that is, it employed technical proficiency, where the performer displayed optimal skills with the instrument being used. Samson (2003, p.77) argues that Romantic virtuoso was characterized by technical mastery, which was considered by many to be difficult to comprehend, thus leading to the “loss of its aesthetic value”. 
The second characteristic of Romantic virtuoso was the freedom of expression; that is, it needed to show itself in order to exist, be observed, and wondered at (Samson, 2003, p.77). Liszt used this composition to express his emotions, which was considered an important component in humanity. Through these expressions, the artist was able to communicate with his audience and allow them to communicate at a higher level. The ability of the composer to express themselves during a performance helped achieve autonomy, which strengthened his work concept. Freedom of expression is revealed in Liszt Sonata, B minor because, despite of its technical difficulty, it creates a satisfying musical experience by communicating directly with audience. According to Samson (2003, p.79), freedom of expression was a major characteristic of Romantic virtuosity because, in addition to promoting the composition, it helped promote the medium of composition. 
Romantic virtuoso was also characterized by the presence of a dramatic narrative. Romantic virtuoso communicated to its audience by the use of narrative forms, that could tell distinct stories. According to Kirby, 1995, p, 221-222), the piece is performed using recitation and lyrical forms. Using these two forms is essential because it allows the composer to connect with his audience and clearly pass the important message. Listening to the performance can help with the insights that it is an allegory that deals with the fall of man in the garden of Eden. In this context, the piece applies the aspect of dramatic narrative, allowing different audiences understand the work at a personal level. Liszt moves away from the oral traditions, which were non-narrative, and instead focuses on the use of a narrative approach, which can help understand nature rather than being absorbed by it (Samson, 2003, p.81). In this context, Liszt Sonata, B minor (1854) embodies the quality of dramatic narrative, which evokes understanding by different audiences. 
Despite being considered as a difficult composition in its time, Liszt sonata, B minor (1854) went on to become one of the most played and important sonatas in the Romantic era. This piece was composed by employing new principles, including freedom of expression, individualism, technical display, and the use of dramatic narrative. The composition by Liszt embodies the characteristics of Romantic virtuoso, which allowed it to incorporate new techniques to the existing classical rules. Incorporating new rules allowed composers to freely express themselves, innovate, and use narrative states to convey concrete messages to audiences. This piece is an exemplary composition because it offers insights on how Romantic virtuoso came to being and the principles that were used in its creation. 
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